 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1How old was Xerxes?

Encyclopedia Britannica:

Xerxes was designated heir apparent by his father in preference to his elder brother Artabazanes. A bas-relief on the southern portico of a courtyard in the treasury of Persepolis, as well as the bas-reliefs on the east door of the tripylon (an ornamental stairway) depict him as the heir apparent, standing behind his father, who is seated on the throne. When his father died, in 486 BC, Xerxes was about 35 years old and had already governed  Babylonia for a dozen years.
Persia and the Bible, Edwin M. Yamauchi

Pg.192

He was born about 518 BC after Darius had gained the crown.
Pg.193

Prior to his accession, Xerxes served as the viceroy over Babylonia for about a dozen yars.  As early as 498 bc we have a reference to the building of a palace at Babylon for “the king’s son.”
After Darius’s death in November 486 [deduction], Xerxes succedded him as king.  He was about thirty-two years old.
Pg.239

Having reigned for twenty years, Xerxes was killed in a palace plot in early August 465.
History of the Persian Empire, A.T.Omstead

Pg.215

By October 23, 498, we learn that the house of the king’s son was in process of erection at Babylon... At this time Xerxes could have been scarcely twenty years old.
Pg.230

At his accession Xerxes was in the prime of life, about thirty-five years of age, and had been trained as successor to the throne by a dozen years of strenuous administration as viceroy of Babylon.

With these references, we can deduce some points in the age of Xerxes:

If he was born about 518, then he would have been 20 years old in 498 when a palace was built for him in Babylon.

This would place him at 33 years old at the death of his father.  Olmstead says 35, assuming his birth 3 years earlier.

If we date backwards 10 years, Xerxes would have been 23-25 years old in 495 when most scholars acknowledge a viceroyship and others count a co-regency.

